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RELIGION AND LIFE

Question 1 Source

SOURCE BOOKLET

Read Source 1 and then answer Question 1 in the Question/Answer booklet.

Source 1

Events that generate thinking on spirituality and religion
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Conversations with people
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Reading a book or article
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A major life crisis

Global and national issues

A death in the family

Mainstream media

Socal media |
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Percent of population

Generation X:
those born from 1965 to 1979

Generation Z:
those born from 1995 to 2009

Generation Y:
those born from 1980 to 1994

w1 Baby Boomers:
"% those born from 1946 to 1964
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Question 2 Sources

Read Sources 2A and 2B and then answer Question 2 in the Question/Answer booklet.

Source 2A

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.

Source 2B

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this
document, but may be viewed at the link listed on the acknowledgements page.

See next page
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Question 3 Sources

Read Sources 3A and 3B and then answer Question 3 in the Question/Answer booklet.

Source 3A

While it appears that fewer and fewer people are regularly attending religious services, it has
been argued that this trend is a feature of our modern society. Fewer people are becoming
involved in organisations such as trade unions, sporting clubs, social clubs and the like. It is not
just religious institutions that are losing ‘customers’. People today view religion as an activity

of past generations and many media posts have condemned religion as a negative influence.
Perhaps the decline in church attendance is a feature of a disconnectedness present in society,
rather than a rejection of religious values.

People today also have more choices when it comes to religious services. With the influx of
technology, globalisation and immigration, young people are exposed to many faith and secular
opportunities, which has affected the way Australians interact with religion. The need for physical
religious institutions is diminishing in society.

Source 3B

All religions have a core set of values that remain strongly entrenched in society. Australians
donate millions of dollars each year to support those in need and religious schools are attracting
more and more families. Australian laws reflect religious codes of behaviour and people from

all walks of life gather in prayer after disasters. People place crosses marked with ‘RIP’ at the
sites of fatal road accidents, numerous movies and television shows have a spiritual theme

with God, the afterlife and devils as the focus. Even at Christmas we all reflect the true sense

of the day by giving, sharing, volunteering to serve meals for the needy, donating gifts and food
for those less fortunate and even wishing strangers a ‘Happy Christmas’. Many thousands of
volunteers donate their time to help those in need and organisations with a religious background,
(Red Cross, Red Crescent, Anglicare, St Vincent de Paul, JewishCare, Islamic Relief, Muslim
Aid) work tirelessly to support people everywhere.

In many ways formal religious observances are strongly present in our society. Sportspeople

are often seen ‘making the sign of the cross’ before a game or an important kick. We still hear
Christmas carols in our shopping centres, and all know the words about the Christ child’s birth

in Bethlehem. The famous Myer’s window in Melbourne always has a nativity scene and attracts
well over one million people each year. Almost two million people from around the world go

on pilgrimage to Mecca each year and Ramadan has a strong adherence within the Muslim
community. People still have their children christened, get married in churches and have funerals
and prayer services for their departed loved ones.

Yes, it may be true that more and more people don’t bother going to church and social
commentators tell us that Australia is increasingly a secular country. However, underneath the
skin of our community there are layers of deeply-held values, ethics and customs that are truly
and genuinely religious.

See next page
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Question 4 Source

Read Source 4 and then answer Question 4 in the Question/Answer booklet.

Source 4

The moment the slave resolves that he will no longer be a slave, his chains fall. He frees himself
and shows the way to others. Freedom and slavery are mental states. Therefore, the first thing
is to say to yourself; ‘I shall no longer accept the role of a slave. | shall not obey orders as such,
but shall disobey them when they are in conflict with my conscience’.

The so-called master may lash you and try to force you to serve him. You will say; ‘No, | will not
serve you for your money or under a threat’. This may mean suffering. Your readiness to suffer
will light the torch of freedom which can never be put out.

Whether we are one or many, we must refuse to purchase freedom at the cost of our self-respect
or our cherished convictions. | have known even little children become unbending when an
attempt has been made to cross their declared purpose, be it ever so flimsy in the estimation of
their parents.

We must be content to die if we cannot live as free men and women. Man has to thank himself
for his dependence. He can be independent as soon as he wills it. Freedom is never dear at any
price. It is the breath of life. What would a man not pay for living?

Mahatma Gandhi

End of booklet
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